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Editorial: The Value of Values 



In these pre-election days, "family values" are smog- 
gingthe political atmosphere with mindnumbing 
visions of perfect White, suburban households. Both par- 
ties have Willie Hortonized the non-issue and put their 
wives and children on display, proving, not that they 
have family values, but only that they have wives and 
children. The exploitation at the conventions stank. Al- 
bert Gore portrayed himself as a great humanitarian be- 
cause he sat long hours by his severely injured child's 
bedside. What a father! The Republicans, fresh from evis- 
cerating civil rights legislation, featured an effusive 
speech by the grandchild George Bush once referred to as 
the "little brown one." 

Meanwhile, real families (13.1 percent live in poverty, 
33 percent are female-headed), communities (with crum- 
bling infrastructures and dwindling federal aid), and in- 
dividuals (increasingly homeless and unemployed) are 
in real crisis. The cause is not lack of family values and 
the effect is not moral decay. The complex causes include 
an economic crisis rivaling the depression of the 1930s; a 
profound shortage of basic social services such as health 
and child care; a poisoned environment; and a lack of 
jobs, job security, and fairly paid, meaningful work. The 
most obvious effect is the impoverishment of the great 
majority to benefit the rich — a dynamic played out not 
only domestically, but enforced on an international level 
by U.S. policy against the Third World. 

While the Republicans and Democrats alike prattle on 
about family values, they ignore systematic violation of 
democratic values and ethical standards. The August 
mistrial of CIA operations boss Clair George, charged 
with nine felony counts, was a particularly dramatic ren- 
dition of this dirge for democracy. Prosecution witness 
Alan Fiers wept on the stand because he had to choose 
between betraying the Agency he loved and covering his 
butt; George self-righteously wrapped himself in 
patriotism and stonewalled. Both men, with a precision 
and irrelevance worthy of medieval theologians, split 
hairs on the differences among not telling the truth, pur- 
posely omitting crucial information, implying falsehood, 
and actually lying. Neither man lamented a far more 
serious crime than lying to Congress: secretly implement- 
ing — along with Bush, North, Casey, and the whole rot- 
ten gang — the murderous Iran-Contra policy in violation 
of domestic and international law. 



And why should they? The Congress, backed up by 
the courts, supports the basic premise of covert opera- 
tions and does little more than occasionally readjust its 
blinders. The brave few who effectively oppose the 
clandestine institutions and call for meaningful reform 
are routinely punished. Frank Church's re-election was 
targeted and he was defeated. Otis Pike received a 
phone call from the CIA threatening, "We will destroy 
you." Most recently, Henry Gonzalez (D-Tex.) is being 
harassed over his Iraqgate investigations, and ex-CIA of- 
ficer and outspoken Agency critic Philip Agee has been 
assailed in a series of defamatory articles. The assault 
weapons in these attacks are disinformation, dirty tricks, 
and questionable intelligence "leaks." 

Fear of repercussions, however, is not what keeps 
Bush or Clinton from calling for a more democratic 
political system — one in which agencies such as the CIA 
could not annex vast powers. Bush, a former head of the 
CIA is a Company man down to his school tie, and Clin- 
ton, an opportunistic political animal, is little better. No 
wonder then, that the electorate — so desperate for 
change it considered a harebrained billionaire — see little 
difference and less hope. The people, no fools they, con- 
tinue to express their faith in the system by staying 
home in droves on election day. Nor do they seem to be 
hoodwinked by the bipartisan family values barrage. 

So, how about throwing a different set of values into 
the campaign hopper: open government and democratic 
process. There is a fundamental contradiction between 
democracy and secrecy in government. A political sys- 
tem of, by, and for the people can only work with a fully 
informed public; the CIA and its ilk can only work 
under the clandestine cloak. Lying to the people — any 
way you choose to define or disguise it — is the job of in- 
telligence agencies. Concealed in a bureaucratic maze, 
and armed with delusional ideological and moral jus- 
tifications, the CIA is an unchecked an unbalanced in- 
stitution. 

It's time to relegate it to a small information gathering 
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Tracking Covert Actions into the Future 

Philip Agee 




Over May Day weekend I was one of several thousand 
people attending an international solidarity conference in 
Brussels organized by the Belgian Labor Party. Among the 
participants were representatives of progressive and revolu- 
tionary parties and movements from around the world. The 
atmosphere was a refreshing reminder that the ideal of 
socialism, and resistance to exploitation and oppression, are 
very much alive. 

My role was to outline U.S. efforts during the Cold War — 
mainly through the CIA — to suppress Third World national 
liberation movements. Additionally, I was asked to speculate 
on what these movements could expect from the U.S. under 
the Bush-proclaimed New World Order. Inevitably, questions 
arose about the much televised burning of Los Angeles. 
Would it affect Bush in the November elections? Could it be 
only the beginning? Was it another sign of overall U.S. decline? 

Los Angeles, I suggested, was the result of the U.S. system 
working exactly as it is supposed to — the failure being not 
the existence of poverty, rage, and despair, but the momen- 
tary inability of the dominant class and culture to dissuade or 
distract the “underclass” from taking mass action. The Rod- 
ney King beating verdict simply lifted the lid. 

The events in L.A. and other cities underlined the domes- 
tic system that produces, and is in turn affected by, U.S. 
foreign policy, including CIA activities. They were also a 
vivid reminder that the 1990s is a period of transition, with 



“Maybe the more you get like us, the 
more people in your country 
will start to listen. ” 

— Third World participant in the Brussels conference 



enormous opportunities for change in national priorities — a 
potential not seen since the late 1940s. The possibilities for 
positive change in those post-World War II years, not over- 
whelming to be sure, disappeared when Truman and his team 
decided in 1950 to start a permanent war economy in the 
United States. The reason? The U.S. economy, in its tradi- 
tional trickle-down structure, needed militarism at home and 

Philip Agee, author of three books, international public speaker, and out- 
spoken critic of the CIA, was a CIA operations officer (1957-68) in Ecuador, 
Uruguay, Mexico, and at CIA Headquarters. His passport was revoked in 1979. 



abroad to generate jobs and exports to avoid a return to the 
1930s conditions of depression — toward which the economy 
was then feared to be moving. 

Moreover, we cannot recall too often, the ideologists of 
that time believed that the Soviet Union was out to conquer 
the world. At stake, as Paul Nitze, former Dillon Read invest- 
ment banker, wrote in the secret re-militarization plan known 
as NSC-68, was “the fulfillment or destruction not only of 
this Republic but of civilization itself.” Intensification of the 
Cold War would plant “the seeds of destruction within the 
Soviet system” resulting in a fundamental change in the 
system or its collapse. The plan admitted to being “in effect 
a policy of calculated and gradual coercion.” 1 

Public and congressional opposition to rearmament (the 
grand plan was kept secret for 25 years) only broke when 
China entered the war in Korea in late 1950. By 1952, the 
military budget had more than tripled to $44 billion while the 
services doubled to 3.6 million men and women. 2 The per- 



1 . NSC-68 was published in the Naval War College Review of May-June 
1975. For additional commentary on NSC-68, see Doug Henwood, “U.S. 
Economy: The Enemy Within,” CAIB, Number 41 (Summer 1992), pp. 45-49. 

2. See Joyce and Gabriel Kolko, The Limits of Power (New York: Harper 
and Row, 1972), pp. 652-53. This work is also valuable for its analysis of the 
domestic economic considerations behind the 1950 rearmament program. 
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